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ATAC Patagonia
Coast to Coast Itinerary

Synopsis:
Travel from the coast of Chile to the coast of Argentina on an overland journey. Walk
through the cities, mountains and sea kayak (no experience necessary) the coast of
Patagonia. Ride the overnight train of Patagonia, stay in hotels and hosterias.

Possible Fauna:
Southern Right Whales, Orcas, Sea Lions, Elephant Seals, Cormorants, Guanacos,
Armadillos, and Magellan Penguins.

Day 1: Arrival:
Arrive to Santiago, the capital of Chile. Upon arrival, drive 2 hours to the coastal town of
Valparaiso – passing through Viña del Mar. Have time to relax and recover from traveling.
In the afternoon, wander around the famous cerros, or hills often described as the San
Francisco of South America. Stay the evening in Cerro Concepcion.

Day 2: Explore Valparaiso:
Go to the museum/house of Chile’s famous poet, Pablo Neruda. Discover the hills of
Valparaiso on a full-day walking tour of the city. Dine at one of the best ‘marisco’
restaurants in this shellfish-lover’s paradise. Stay the night on the Cerro Concepcion.

Day 3: The Coast to the Andes:
Taking an early flight from Viña del Mar, arrive to mountain town of San Carlos de Bariloche,
on the Argentina side of the Andes. Spend the afternoon wandering around downtown
Bariloche. Buy chocolates and ice cream. In the evening dine at El Boliche de Alberto, one of
the best steak houses in Argentina. Stay the evening in Bariloche, Argentina.

Day 4: Llao Llao:
Begin the day on a tour of the Llao Llao peninsula. Hike the Cerro Llao Llao in the morning
and stop at Cerveceria Blest in the afternoon for a round of Bariloche’s first microbrewery.
Later, explore the center of Bariloche or go on another hike. In the evening dine at Cassis
on Lago Gutierrez.

Day 5: Pampa Linda:
Departing in the morning from San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, drive around the edge of
Lago Gutierrez and Mascardi en route to Pampa Linda, set in the heart of Nahuel Huapi
National Park. In the afternoon, visit the Garganta del Diablo and the Glacier at the base of
Cerro Tronador, the tallest peak in the region. Hike to the valley’s lookout in the late
afternoon. If the weather permits, enjoy wine at the lookout before descending to the
Hosteria Pampa Linda for the dinner before retiring.

Day 6: Tren Patagonico:
Departing in the morning, drive to the other side of Nahuel Huapi’s park to see the Los
Alerces waterfall. In the afternoon, return to Bariloche and board the Tren Patagonico. Ride
in style on the train in Camarote (your own private bedroom on the train! – better than first
class.) from the middle of the Andes, across the desert and to the coast of Argentina. Enjoy
views of the desert as well as the comforts of the train’s cinema car and the full service
dining car.
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Day 7: Puerto Madryn:
Arriving to San Antonio del Oeste at 7 a.m., ride in the ATAC Patagonia van for a two-hour
drive to Puerto Madryn. Stop at different beaches along the way. Dine and stay in Puerto
Madryn in the evening.

Day 8: Sea Kayaking and Seals:
In the morning, sea kayak along the coast to view sea lion colonies and cormorants. In the
afternoon, depart for Puerto Piramides. If the weather is permits, board a launch to see
whales. It is possible to see whales breach and slap their tails as they play. In the late
afternoon, continue the drive to the Estancia Faro Punta Delgado. In the evening visit the
Valdes Peninsula’s lighthouse and walk among elephant seals on the beach. Dine at the
restaurant of the estancia before retiring for the evening.

Day 9: Caleta Valdes:
Spend the afternoon at Caleta Valdes in hopes of seeing Orcas. When the conditions permit,
often the Orcas enter the Caleta – or inlet - as they hunt young sea lions and elephant
seals. In the afternoon see penguins and Guanacos. Return to the Faro in the evening.

Day 10: Punta Tombo:
In the morning, drive along the coast and through the desert to Punta Tombo. The desert
isolated coastal beach of Punta Tombo is the home of the largest known penguin colony.
Walk among and observe the Magellan Penguins in their natural habitat. Later drive to the
historic town of Gaiman, known for its Welsh influence and traditional tea houses.

Day 11: Patagonia to the Buenos Aires:
In the morning visit the famous fantasy-like tea house of Gaiman and then drive to Trelew.
Fly to Buenos Aires in the afternoon. After leaving bags at the hotel in Recoleta, go to San
Telmo for dinner and a then attend a Tango show.

Day 12: Buenos Aires:
Visit the cemetery and Eva Peron tomb, Caminito and the famous spots of Buenos Aires on
a city tour. Have a farewell steak dinner before retiring for the evening in Recoleta.

Day 13: Departure:
Return home.

Notes: Though we try our best to follow the above itinerary, all trips have factors that may
not allow for all events to occur. Most of the time the unplanned experiences are even
better!


